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SUBJECT: SAUDI REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON US BILATERAL ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS WITH MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES 

1 . SAUDI AMBASSADOR ABDULLAH AL-MALHOOG CALLED ON CHARGE 
AND COMMERCIAL OFFICER 27 DECEMBER TO REQUEST EMBASSY 
ASSISTANCE IN FULFILLING REQUST FOR INFORMATION ON US- 
ALGERIAN ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. ACCORDING TO 
MALHOOG JIDDA HAS REQUESTED ALL SADI EMBASSIES IN MIDDLE 
EAST REPORT IN AS MUCH DETAIL AS POSSIBLE ON US RPT US 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH HOST COUNTRY. EXAMPLES OF 
INFORMATION REQUESTED ARE: 

A. AMOUNT AND COMPOSITION US -ALGERIAN TRADE, BOTH WAYS; 

B. US COMPANIES OPERATING IN AGLERIA AND NATURE OF 
PROJECTS OR ENTERPRISES IN WHICH THEY ENGAGED; 

C. TOTAL US FINANCIAL INVOLVEMENT IN ALGERIA, HERE 
INTERPRETED TO MEAN AMOUNT OF CONTRACTS AWARDED TO 
AMERICAN COMPANIES, PLUS OFFICIAL FINANCIAL INVOLVEMENT, 

WHICH IS CASE OF ALGERIA COVERS EXIM BANK PROGRAM; AND 
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D. AMOUNT OF US AID OR OTHER TECHNICAL ASSITANCE TO ALGERIA. 

2. EMBASSY WAS FORTHCOMING. 

3. (IN AN ASIDE, MALHOOG OBSERVED THAT SEVERAL TIMES IN 
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PAST SAUDI ARABIA HAS SERVED EXIM-LIKE ROLE FOR ALGERIA 
BY GUARANTEEING THIRD-COUNTRY BANK LOANS TO ALGERIA, VIA 
SAUDI DEVELOPMENT FUND. HE ALSO NOTED THAT THIS HAD NOT 
RPT NOT BEEN DONE IN 1976, NOR HAD ALGERIANS REQUESTED DIRECT 
OANS FROM SAUDI ARABIA DURING 1976, TO BEST HIS KNOWLEDGE.) 

LYNE 
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